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Places

we Roandke The,gfoundatlom says
‘oebl s is one of the' oldest frame com-
nercial bulldmgs in the city. Before it
losed in 1981, Loebl's enjoyed a
\ational reputation for cleaning and
lyeing exotie materigls. Napkins and
ablecloths from the White Houses -
sowns from New York designets, car-

P EE o £

ar a mador manufa@turer of bmlglmg
rraterlalu, survived'the destruetionof -
Yozens of homes and businesses when
e nearby Coca-Cola bottling plant
»xpaiided in the 1980s. Robert H.

‘Bob? Angell, a leading entrepreneur of
sarly Roanoke, established the com-
sany in 1892, In its last years, the tiny
sffice building was a real estate office
an& ‘3 used-car dealership. It is now
&b&gdoned

-Z~GAVE SPRING AND THE GALE HOME,
@E@Sprmg Lane and Old Cave Spring
Rbady Roanoke County. Foundation
lgagie;s say development, traffic and
iéédfjvidenmg threaten both the spring
fd’r:’é’lflich the Cave Spring community
isnamed and the nearby Gale House,

- The spring was a favorite camping
and meeting spot for farmers bringing -
geods to the valley from Bent Mountain
ang nearby counties. The brick Gale
heme across from the spring, was built
graymd 1870 by ‘Dr. Joseph A. Gale,
Qne of the founders of Lewis-Gale Hos-
pltal A nearby tract has been chosen as
the possible site of a new county high
school,

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, SALEM. Sa-

»ets from other countrles andfdrapemes

: datmg to the late'1 700s, was averted

lem’s oldesL black chyreh, bu1lt in 1867

. by newly: freed'black families, features .

a, belfry and two bells a balcony sup-

- ported by hanging braces and the origi-

nal tinted glass windows. Church mems
bers are trying to decide whether to
buﬂd a new sanctuazy or IesLorc 1Ls old

early last month, the foundation says
it's not a certainty the clapboard-
covered house will be restored. Histori-
ans believe it to be the oldest structure

“in Roanoke. The preservation founda-

tion, along with the Edgewood-Summit
Hills-Morwanda neighborhood, state
preservationists, city planners, the
property owner and others have been
working to stabilize the building until
restoration is assured. _

OLD CEMETERIES throughout the
valley. The foundation 'says burial
places of early settlers are being threat-
ened by development, abandonment
and vandalism. “Many historic grave-
yards are threatened, in part,” the foun-
dation says, “because they defy our
modern definition of cemeteries.”
Instead of formal burial grounds, with
fences and well-tended graves, many of
the cemeteries are open plots tangled
with weeds and new forest growth,

Among the cemeteries the founda-
tion considers endangered are those of

.the families of Eljjah McClanahan, Wil-

liam Fleming, the Richardson-

~ maintenance and the decrepit condition

ATy

road workers, But vacancies, high turn-'i
over among residents and absentee
ownership have contributed ta poor

of many homes, “Those old beauties arej
irreplaceable,” the foundation says.
MOUNTAIN “VIEWSCAPES.” The foun-
dation lists American Electric Power's |
proposed high-voltage power line from °

.West Virginia, the clear-cutting of tim-

ber, the construction of cellular tele-
phone towers and the prospect of an
Interstate 73 bisecting the valley as
among the threats o' mountain vistas.
“With extra effort, construction can be |
planned for minimal disturbance.of the
mountains and indeed of all outdoors,” :
the foundation stated. “Towers car be .
placed at lower elevations and less
obtrusive routes can be selected for

. power lines and interstate highways.”

THE ROANOKE RIVER. The founda-
tion warned that the river is under
attack from three sources — construc-
tion of a sewer line from Salem to the:

- sewage treatment plant in Southeast

Roanoke, loss of trees and introduction |
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\s now ahandoned.

of broken stone called “riprap” along
river banks for flood reduction, and
trash cluttering the river and its banks.
Although the sewer line and flood

reduction are needed, the foundation

- said, “ecology and the environment

. seem to be neglected. What is needed
is more citizen concern and a wides
spread movement to clean up the river.
Retaining existing trees and planting
more will slow the runoff and keep the
water temperature lower for flshmg, in
+addition to the obwous scenic values of
‘a tree-lined stxeam

.~ Until last week, the Shenandoah
‘Hotel at Williamson Road and Camp-
bell Avenue.in Roanoke was the foun-
dation’s choice as the most endangered
‘historic building in the valley, Center in
the Square, an arts and cultural organi-

I'The former of'ﬂoes of Central Manufacturmg; Coiya oharming Queen Anne-style bl

- ett, the foundation president removed ]

~gatd of the places heing highlighted by

\

zation, announced last wcek it will buy
-and renovate the hotel asa theater ;
library and dormltones for actors at

nearby Mill Mountain Theatre. Pritch-

the hotel from Lhe list. :
* “When peoplc come to the Roahoke ‘
Valley from great distances, they wam
to see the old, real Roanoke not just
SU.blelSlOIlS and commercial develop-
ments likke those cvexywheve Prltchett«‘,‘;

the foundation this year. -
The list, he said, covers a few of Lhe
old buildirigs, neighborhoods and. i‘:' ‘

examples of natural beauty that-are . i
pure Roanoke Valley. : e

Mary Bishop can be reached at 981-3358 or at :
maryh@roanoke.com i




