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Roanoke Valley Preservation Foundation 

2024 Kegley Preservation Awards 
  

Eleven (11) 2024 Kegley Preservation Awards were presented on Thursday, November 21, 
2024 during the Foundation’s Annual Meeting and Awards Reception held at the new Belmont Lofts 
located at 825 Stewart Avenue SE in Roanoke, Virginia. The Roanoke Valley Preservation 
Foundation promotes the protection and stewardship of historic, cultural, and natural resources in the 
Roanoke Valley through education and advocacy. “Recognition of people, programs and projects that 
help to promote good stewardship and preservation of these resources is an important part of 
achieving the mission of the Foundation,” explained Alison Blanton, Awards Committee co-chair. 
Blanton noted that this year’s list has a wide variety of nominees from private and public renovation 
projects to Lifetime Achievement awards to heritage education.  
 
The 2024 Kegley Preservation Awards are as follows:  
 
1. Cedar Hill Farm – Kegley Preservation Award for Stewardship 
 

     
 
Cedar Hill Farm, located north of Troutville in Botetourt County, consists of a collection of buildings that 
Stephen Lemon has preserved since purchasing the property in 2007. It is surrounded by fields, woods, 
and creeks with an abundance of historic daffodils, iris, and native trilliums. Roland Radar began 
constructing the house in 1861 but had to leave to fight for the Confederacy. Radar returned after the war 
and finished the house by 1867. Raised in a family of well-regarded Botetourt brick masons, the 
farmhouse reflects his talent. This two-story brick house has a large-stone foundation, a 100-year-old 
standing seam metal roof, original wood windows, and a historic front porch. Mr. Lemon began restoring 
the house and grounds in 2008, but had difficulty finding anyone to help him, as most suggested that he 
tear it down. In addition to the main house, he has also preserved on the property a stone spring house, 
stone curing shed, a frame chicken coop, tractor shed, and a bank barn. Committed to the continued 
maintenance and routine repair of the outbuildings, Mr. Lemon has an unwavering desire to maintain this 
intact historic agricultural complex – including the main house, outbuildings, and natural landscape – 
preserved for future generations.  
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2. Wheatland Manor – Kegley Preservation Award for Rehabilitation 
 

   
 
Wheatland Manor, a Federal-style brick house east of Fincastle, was built in the 1820s when three 
brothers, Joel, Jesse, and Silas Rowland, jointly owned the property. When Silas Rowland died in 1843, 
he owned the 1,184-acre estate, including the house, several smaller dwellings, a barn, meat-house, grist 
mill, and a saw mill. In 1851, when Deputy sheriff Rufus Pitzer purchased the house and 334 acres, it 
became known as the Rowland-Pitzer House. Spending much money on the property, Pitzer added the 
existing 1859, two-story Greek Revival front porch, rear addition, and a half-mile-long limestone 
retaining wall along the county road, unequaled in the county. After the Civil War, and deep in debt, 
Pitzer sold the house to Jacob Cronise. After a series of owners, Wheatland Manor underwent restoration 
in the 1990s and was listed on the National Register of Historic Places as among the most substantial and 
well-finished antebellum residences in Botetourt County. Further, the property was listed on the Roanoke 
Valley Preservation Foundation’s Endangered Site list just last year. But one hundred years after its 
construction, Robert and Kelly Dye purchased the house in 2023 and renovated it using historic state tax 
credits. They conducted extensive repair work on the Greek Revival front porch, all 350 panes of original 
glass, damaged plaster and brick, and the metal roof. The rehabilitation work adhered to the guidelines of 
the Virginia State historic tax credit program. 
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3. “Burrell Day” Life and Legacy of Dr. Issac Burrell – Kegley Preservation Award 
for Heritage Education 

    
 
On March 11, 2024 “Burrell Day” was held at the Blue Ridge Behavioral Health Center at 611 McDowell 
Ave, NW. This event was for the public to visit the facility, which was the former Burrell Memorial 
Hospital, and to see the historical panels placed throughout the building. These panels depict the history 
of Burrell Memorial Hospital, Dr. Issac Burrell and the City’s original African American nurses and 
doctors, and the evolution of healthcare for African Americans in Roanoke. The Burrell Memorial 
Hospital, completed in 1955, replaced earlier hospitals also named for Dr. Isaac Burrell, who arrived in 
Roanoke in 1893 and pioneered medical care for area African Americans until his unfortunate death in 
1914 when he was refused treatment at the local white hospital. After his death, a group of African 
American doctors established the Burrell Memorial Hospital Association in a two-story frame house with 
twelve beds. In 1921, the hospital permanently moved to 611 McDowell Ave in the vacated Allegheny 
Institute, a large private school for boys. In 1955, the current four-story brick hospital building was 
constructed and Burrell Memorial Hospital served there until closing in 1978. The building is now used 
for the Blue Ridge Behavioral Health Center and was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 
2003. 
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4. The LEAP Hub – Kegley Preservation Award for Rehabilitation 
 

       
 
The LEAP Hub opened on Patterson Avenue in 2023 and its Community Store in 2024. The Local 
Environmental Agriculture Project, Inc. (LEAP), is a Roanoke-based nonprofit that supports farmers, and 
fresh, local food for all. LEAP sensitively renovated the 1925 retail building that originally served as the 
Largen Brothers and the Roanoke Clearance House, a used furniture store. Coming full-circle, a Lebanese 
family once operated a grocery store on the first floor and lived upstairs. Built in a residential area, this 
small-scale store was typical of other neighborhood stores in its plain design with large display windows 
and a two-story porch to fit in with the residential buildings of the neighborhood. The building had been 
vacant for seven years before renovation began, and all original fenestration, interior wood floors, metal 
ceilings, and soaring ceiling heights were maintained as much as possible. The first floor serves as the 
LEAP retail store and community room, and their offices are located upstairs. LEAP began in 2009 as a 
new kind of farmers market -- one that encouraged sustainable growing practices. Today, the LEAP Hub 
offers a Mobile Market, processing kitchen, food hub, and a newly expanded West End Farmers Market. 
Learn more about LEAP at leapforlocalfood.org. 
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5. Factory Flats, LLC – Kegley Preservation Award for Adaptive Reuse 
 

  
 
Built ca. 1903, this former industrial complex in Buchanan served as a major local employer for more 
than a century. It operated as the Virginia Can Co. in 1903, the Hafleigh Button Factory in 1930, and the 
rubber-products manufacturer Groendyk Co. in 1965. The facility closed in 2008. 
Comprised of a historic office building, manufacturing plant, and warehouse, the property includes the 
most significant and distinctive components of the button manufacturing process by Hafleigh & Company 
operating from1930-1965 and continues to contribute to the Buchanan Historic District. Listed on the 
National Register in 1999, the one-story brick buildings exhibit influences of the Italianate style. 
Redevelopment of the complex began in 2022, with plans for the adaptive reuse of the former 
manufacturing plant and office as twenty-one residential apartments and the warehouse as a brewery. The 
$5.6 million project completed all work according to The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards to qualify 
for the state and federal historic rehabilitation tax credits. The sensitively designed project preserves the 
historic character by retaining the monitor roof skylights, the segmental and jack arches, and repairing or 
replacing in kind the historic windows as well as the exposed structural systems, brick walls, and concrete 
flooring. Factory Flats opened in 2024 as a unique mixed-use development that has returned to contribute 
to the local economy.  
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6. The 1947 Carvins Cove Water Treatment Building – Kegley Preservation Award 
for Stewardship  
 

  
 
The 1947 Carvins Cove Water Treatment Building was built to filter and disinfect drinking water from 
the Carvins Cove Reservoir for the benefit of City of Roanoke residents and businesses. The design and 
dimensions of the filter plant interior was dictated by the utility requirements and original need to filter 
six million gallons of water per day; however, the exterior of the building was left up to the City of 
Roanoke to design. Because the facility was constructed on an old 85-acre farm located on Old Plantation 
Road, a southern Colonial type design was selected for the exterior of the building. The site of the facility 
was also carefully selected to allow water from the Carvins Cove Reservoir to flow by gravity to the 
treatment facility and then treated water could flow through the distribution piping to customers. While 
the treatment plant was being constructed, work continued at the Carvins Cove Reservoir. The City of 
Roanoke Water Department signed a Contract for Prisoner of War labor with the War Department on 
September 6, 1944, to clear the timber for the new reservoir. The German POWs, who were housed in 
Salem, Va, were under contract for one year to complete this work. Twenty POWs worked an 8-hour day 
at the Cove earning fifty cents per hour. On March 25, 1947, treated water first flowed from the Carvins 
Cove Water Treatment Facility, and it has been in constant operation since. The Western Virginia Water 
Authority now owns the facility.  
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7. Dr. Rupert Cutler – Kegley Preservation Lifetime Achievement Award for 
Environmental Advocacy 
 

 
 
Rupert Cutler arrived in Roanoke in 1991, where he served as the executive director of Virginia’s Explore 
Park. His long and storied career path was primarily focused on his passion for environmentalism, 
including wildlife, conservation, and resource management. For a time, he worked as the Assistant 
Secretary of Agriculture for Conservation, Research, and Education under the Carter Administration. 
Bern Ewert, then-city manager of Roanoke, invited Rupert to Roanoke to lead Virginia’s Explore Park. 
He later served as Executive Director of the Blue Ridge Land Conservancy. Since his official retirement 
in 1998, Rupert has been involved with many organizations and projects, such as Kiwanis since 1991, and 
with the Virginia Outdoors Foundation, The Nonprofit Resource Center for Southwest Virginia, and 
Opera Roanoke to name a few. In 2002, he entered the local political arena where he successfully ran for 
Roanoke City Council. And true to his form, he has been a steadfast resource to, and supporter of the 
Roanoke Valley Preservation Foundation for many years. When asked by an interviewer last year, “What 
would you like to be remembered for?” Rupe replied: “Consistent advocacy for the environment. For 
wildlife and open space.” Dr. Cutler has maintained and expanded upon these ideals and commitments 
throughout his distinguished career.  
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8. Roanoke Civil War Round Table – Kegley Preservation Award for Heritage 
Education  

 
 
Over the years hundreds of Roanoke’s have joined this journey into the past, both experiencing and 
learning from an event whose consequences reverberate today. Topics of the Round Table’s presenters 
have included such diverse subjects as the effect of the environment upon the War, the impact of 
government policy upon the hopes and lives of newly-freed people, how death and mourning were 
experienced during the War, and the use of artificial intelligence to identify unknown soldier photos. 
Speakers have included such eminent historians as the late Dr. James “Bud” Robertson, founder of the 
Virginia Center for Civil War Studies and Dr. Caroline Janney, Director of the University of Virginia, 
along with numerous authors and experts in Civil War History. As stated in its Mission Statement, The 
Roanoke Civil War Round Table is an autonomous, nonpartisan, organization. Its purpose is to promote 
and stimulate interest in all aspects of the Civil War era and to further the serious discussion and study of 
the 1861 – 1865 period in American History. The organization has supported historic land preservation 
efforts, and sponsored tours of Civil War-related sites. The Roanoke Civil War Round Table is recognized 
as a historic educational resource, dedicated to fostering deeper understanding of this critical event in our 
nation’s history. 
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9. Boones Mill N&W Railway Depot – Kegley Preservation Award for Restoration 
 

     
 
The Town of Boones Mill and the Depot Restoration Committee successfully relocated, restored, and 
reopened the Boones Mill Railway Depot. The depot was built in 1892, served until 1970, was threatened 
with demolition in 2013, relocated in 2014, listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2017, 
stabilized in 2018, and just celebrated its grand re-opening in 2024. The railroad station was erected in 
1892 and was soon thereafter purchased by the Norfolk & Western Railway. A well-known local 
landmark, the depot served as a central transportation hub of the Town of Boones Mill and the 
surrounding Franklin County. Architecturally, the Boones Mill Depot is a well-preserved example of the 
Railroad Style favored by southern railroad companies during the period. After 73 years in use, it closed 
to passenger service in 1965, and freight service in 1970, and became property of the Norfolk Southern 
Railroad (NSR). After years of neglect, in 2013, it was threatened with demolition. NSR offered the depot 
to the Town of Boones Mill on the condition that the town relocate it. Under the town’s leadership, a 
group of dedicated volunteers relocated the depot, restored it, and reopened it. The interior features a 
small museum in the passenger area and meeting/event space in the freight area.  
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10. Thomas Klatka – Kegley Preservation Lifetime Achievement Award for 
Preservation of Pre-historic, Historic, and Cultural Resources 
 

   
 
Thirty-five years ago, Tom Klatka completed his degree at UVA and became the Department of Historic 
Resources Western Regional Archaeologist. Tom quickly became a regional authority covering thirty-two 
counties and twelve cities in southwestern Virginia working with property owners, localities, and 
museums to help them be effective stewards of the historic resources in their care. He has worked closely 
with the local Archaeology Society of Virginia chapter, providing numerous educational experiences for 
the Roanoke community. His work at over 250 recorded sites from Pittsylvania County to the 
Cumberland Gap (which lies west of Detroit) has provided us with invaluable information that otherwise 
would have been forgotten. Not limited to Indigenous archaeology, Tom has also done work on the 
blacksmiths of Craig County, soapstone quarries, and many African-American family cemeteries. He 
conducted work at Virginia Tech’s Kentland Farm where ethnic histories became the theme of study. 
Most recently his work with the Greenfield Plantation artifacts has augmented the work of the local 
preservation community. Mr. Klatka’s decades-long relationship with the Monacan Indian Tribe serves as 
a model for tribal engagement and support.  
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11. Belmont Lofts, LLC – Kegley Preservation Award for Adaptive Reuse 
 

     
 
The Belmont Baptist Church was built in 1913 at the corner of Stewart Avenue and 9th Street Southeast. 
The original building is rectangular and built in the Gothic Revival style, with the main facades’ two large 
Gothic stained-glass windows facing Stewart Avenue. The nave is flanked by two towers, the taller of 
which is a bell tower. In 1929, a four-story Sunday school was added. The interior included a gymnasium 
and classrooms. The Community Room section that we used for our reception this evening is a gable-
roofed three-story educational annex that was added 1955. After more than a century of continued use as a 
church, the current owner, Belmont Lofts, LLC and Brent Cochran, purchased the property in 2021 and 
rehabilitated the classroom areas into apartments while retaining this sanctuary in its existing form to be 
used as a community space. Belmont Lofts, a thirty-two mixed-income apartment project, will open soon. 
 
 
 
The Roanoke Valley Preservation Foundation proudly congratulates and thanks our 2024 Kegley 
Preservation Award winners!! 
 
 


