FROM FRONTIER TO URBAN COMMUNITY... A GAINSBORO PRELUDE f leaders — lawyers, doctors, teachers, diplomats  been removed. Street realignments
the railroad. The Shenandoah Valley Railroad line arrived — made indelible ndthe - altered the shape of the neighborhood,

Bl G A Bl Rl st lives of . both in Roanoke i 2nd Street,
5 and in the nation. Wells Avenue and Gainsboro Road.
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Gainesborough to Big Lick to Roanoke

el st e e commnly g Lk reshe
station, and Gainesborough became known as “Old
remained in tax record: lly

insboro” i the 1970s.
The Big Lick depot and tacks wee destroyd n th Civil Warbut :
wmmum” rebuilt As Roanoke grew, its neighborhoods were referenced

ered in  the . by quadrants, with Jefferson Street being the central
ﬁ,,m,,,b e o divide between “Northeast” and “Northwest™ At the
the new town of Big Lick [l : turn of the century, the area was racially, socially
was chartered along the and economically mixed. By the 1920, the area
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ol G © y Road, Henry Street, and the first block of Gilmer deed resricions preventel backs (and displace many of ts residents and businesses

The carly setllement of Roanoke started
along the Big Lick, a large salt marsh
that attracted animals and hunters to the

headquarters.

Mixed Neighborhood to African-American Community

shortened to “Gainsborough” and, later, Impacts of Urban Redevelopment

At the end of the 19505, there were two Signficant — Guinsboro Road was gone, and much
o 0 e il &y e o o e T e e
America y rfolk & land offe

Roanoke Valley. The earliest roads through
the valley followed Native American and
buffalo trails Later, Scots-Irish and German
settlrs traveled from the north along the

(Grea Wogon Rosd, which consected b Hgmi o Gt employers of rsidentsof Northeastand Northvwest. With
the Carolina Road (t0 the south), and the jracacso werevion e
Wiernss Rod (o the west)ll of hich et o
near the Big Lick. Early set
near the inercetion of curtent day Wiliamson Road and Orange
By 1333

por
Immmlly,lhcfnd cgregation helped wnd fmde. The sommuniy ntuding
ished ey St ot sinnd.

e What followed would blackinstitutions Withaccessnolonger
restricted, many African Americans chose to live and do business in
other areas.

of Guincsborough wesforally harteed on 68 cre and ramed._the north, Whilethe arca Avenue. Surrounded by residential development, ri I i e poctonsiof Nothessl eaclceared and BTk

after Major Kemp Gaines, who had helped develop the community.  surrounding the depot e 4 churches, and civic establishments that extended " sbiviions. Honce it s in the ot e andscape to make way for the ~Gainesborough and tellthe story of this vibrant area. Gainsboro and
e . I . developed with businesses M. e’ Cate Churth, e 921wt e 4d  both to the west and the east, the neighborhood r"perloos 1 e orhal PR 9 ey interstate ol o vl e drne Tieary St e e on the Nerionsl Rt o Witk Flise
e e s el Gy Sl A ik By the 19905, 1,600 homes,  to honor of the significant cultural and architectural heritage of the

and factories, Old Lick/ ,,‘,w,,r',:,, gy g e prosperous and active in social, cultural and qablished their businesses. The resiriction industrial parks.
Gainesborough grew with euly 1890s. Sinee 1902, the Gothic sanctuary Sl ational crusades of the times. Many black & ‘more than 200 busines d 24 churches had

prominent andmak i e Roanke sing eighborhood,

in 1852, a depot was built about a half mile south of the Town of
Gainesborough, near the current Shenandoah Avenue and Second

MILESTONES IN EDUCATION HEALTH CARE AND MEDICINE
Segregation in the early 20th century SRR their colleague, g were not limited to dentistry. He also served as a
kept black doctors and nurses from il (S probation officer and helped organize the Magic

‘Thefirstknown school for African [T rary Following a petition from black School,

Americans in the area was the [N

rew to become the largest black
leaders, the Gainsboro branch  school ||\Vu'gmm Addison served on the Library

1872 Old Lick Colored School, (SIS 8 of the Roanoke library system Committce and was instrumental in convincing City Building and Loan Association, the first
located in a modest log building (RUEEAERIREEREEEIER opened in 1921 in the Odd Fellows  the Roanoke Library Board to opena branch of the . g e black savings institution in the area.

on Diamond Hill, where the Civic [ RMMMUMMHRAHIAA Building on Gainsboro Road; it library on Gainsboro Road. She was vice-president denied treatment in these facilities, - In 1947, the family of Dr. John B. Claytor built
Center now stands. Other schools | ) e was one of only four black libraries ~ of the Burrell Memorial Hospital Association and By 1914, a committee of doctors led by = e the Claytor Memorial Clinic on 1t Street NW
for blacks were built, including [SAMEERISEEERMAMAMEIARM in the South at the time. Twenty supclmlcndcmollhcsundm)Schaolarhﬁh!\vﬂnlc Isaac Burrell and including J.B. Claytor d L in honor of his wife, who died in 1946. Mrs.
the Gainsboro School (at (LSRR RETY BOSERT] years later, the City issued a bond Luey Addison (1eft) (Sr), J.S. Cooper, S.E. Williman, L.C. B B Claytor had hoped her husband and sons
Gainsboro Road and Rutherford e Sl to construct a new library facility I Downing,and J.H. Roberts, was working s it Sl together, and the Claytor
Avenue NW) and the Gregory ARSI e on Patton Avenue, on land acquired bt toestablishahospitaltoservetheregion’s spialRrelocaed S o one of the carlest group
School operating in Northeast e z SEETE from St. Andrew’s Catholic Church. Iatrbcume Booker black residents. Dr. Burrell became former  Allegheny ey pra:tlczs f Sl e e T
gt e ity ofh cntiy 1 [ g DR e o R e gravelyillbutwas denied medicalservice st e onl et T o amoke,

1916, the Roanoke School Board [ EE ety community and is on the National i e hed in Roanoke’s white hospital. Burrell McDowell Avenuein 1921. <" with several

x A new four-story facility

edminisation,

authorirediheconsructonofthe S Regite of Histork Place.
Harrison School, which opened [ (R e ey
the following year. Located on [ o Norhea 8

Harrison Avenue NW, it became ) o s City
thefirstschool tooffera secondary L iy XSl
education for blacks in Southwest i bl o e oo

Virginia.

had to travel to Washington, DC, for
treatment; hemadethetriponacotinthe y
baggage carofa train, but died following working there. The
surgery in 1914, The EIMAINDG SEOUP. Tt i linic still stands, but
of doctors purchased a building at 311 () und e n ot In1913,thefirstblackdentistinRoanoke, ~was damaged by fire
Henry Street and renovated it to e e e i Dr. Edward R. Dudley, located his office ~ in 1995.
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members o the
was built on the site in the 19505, the  Claytor rit

building still stands, but no longer serves

e
asa hospital
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silmer Avenue. His talents, however, cira 1910

THE INFLUENCE OF CHURCHES IN GAINSBORO

In addition to religious activities, the churches in Northeast edited and published The Church News, b origim PR oetes B oficer, supervisor of a home for delinquent

and Northwest vere instrumental in providing community F the only black newspaper in Southwest TN OrTUNNTIOOSTNTY  Presbyterian  Chr youths,served on the Library Committee and
ip,chil ion,andi i i Virginia at the time. In 1962 the church (wnumcl«.d\Mm(m\l\lrcd was a member of various social organizations,

By 1900, hurches in | chwas s s windoy g Fortwentyyears,hewas theonly black member

the area, and many more would follow. Four of the earliest ln\ndomht\lahumlmg):lnro[llmunn cated to Confederate of the Roanoke Republican Commite

churches are still active in the community. Places until it was destroyed by fire Park Street Baptist was established in 1892 by

The Big Lick Colored Baptist Church was established in 1867, B five members who met in a building on Park
" y t ist Church moved in the Winiore memariliig reet (now Fifth Street). Four years later,the

byDr.CharlesCock Jlege.Laterk carly 18805 to a church on the corner of Sl o il

as the First Baptist Church (Colored), the u\ngregmmu e 4o s ot Henryand High Streets, ina building that Dowi ‘i of McDowell and Peach Road,

built a new structure in 1898 on North Jefferson Street; it ,‘,':“_",1 - ”“Iw’ was once home to Greene Memorial Church (which had Jackson's legacy of '“"““S Sunday ‘*“""‘ and ch ame of the

was the first church in the community built by hl:cks.fnr relocated to downtown). After 35 years on Henry Street, the 1© blacks, including Downings parents, in - ot tofre i the 19505 (abore)_ ey to Hill Street Baptist. | & ﬂ’

Lexington, Virginia. When the original church vch was remogeled
burned in the 1950s, the congregation bult a et e

new church at (Patton Avenu, which was formerly 1900, bt was later demolished dwingrbnrenowt 11§ i
. from the old church to their new one. Like many church Fifth Avenue). The window was salvaged from the burned StrUCture  efforg of the 1970s. In 1980, the c n built a FEAZ
of the Negro Organization Society of Virginia, a grassroots ministers of the day, St. Paul's Reve Harth served. w church in the neighborhood on M:ldlmn Avenue Kell§
organization that promoted community self-improvement capacitis, including as principal of the Gainsboro ~ Reverend Downing served a the pastor of Fifth Avenue Presbyterian - NW, where they continue to meet for worship. et 1

for African Americans during the Jim Crow era. He founded, R g attorney. c 1937. it Chreh, 1 b s of MeDovue

black parishioners. One of the longest-serving ministers of church moved to ts current ocation on Fifth Strect, in the
the church was Reverend A.L. James. Pastor for over thirty | former St. James Methodist Episcopal Church. The entire
years,James lso served on the library comitte, the Burrell -

and is the centerpiece of the new sanctuary.

A ONCE-VIBRANT AFRICAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY SOCIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE
Older than the new Gity of
Roanoke developing to its south,
Gainesborough ~ (Old ~ Lick”)
was growing as a racially-diverse
neighborhood that was the centerof

as professional and commercial services
ng black
population, otherwise denied services
| in the segregated South. Skilled black
leaders emerged in all these fields.

Social organizations and activities unified the Built in 1923 as a cinema #TEW  American Legion), but
2 were excluded from staying

whites-only ~lodging.
“This brought them back to

community and boosted black leaders’influence.
‘The Roanoke Chapter of the NAACP was founded in
1916. Other organizations included the Freemasons,
the Association of Colored Railway Trainmen and
- Locomotive Firemen (and its Ladies Ausiliary), Odd
Viewl Trach Bl cma 139, i inessdistri ] ity of Hoanat Pl The picture Eellows, 1

and small performance
venue, it was later the

Lincoln Theater, then the

Ebony Club. Major black

performers of the era, B
including Duke Ellington, ™ 1he tinets Threer (19300)

Henry Street hotels. Band
members would frequently i
hold ke D e e 19500

3
EpeEakenisina e rantby o 1 e akld “Gonrl Ve, Norh Sie.” On the i Count Basie, Fats Waller, part
o i e e e "”;"“' e i s (G e el e Ethel Waters, Cab Calloway, Lionel Hampton, Fats  with residents in attendance.
2 ‘ were found on Henry ] g the Magic Ethel Wate ! ] )
andalong / Oscar Mich f Aftican-

published in 1939 from Gilmer Avenue. Ten City Business Club in 1937, and establishing garden
black-owned grocery stores operated clubs dedicated to improving private properties, civic
throughout the neighborhood, but grounds, and public streets. In addition, there were
therewerealsowhite-ownedgrocery branches of the YMCA
stores, including one now restored and YWCA on Wells
at the corner of Gilmer Avenue and Avenue.
Jefferson Street. Henry Street developed
the entertainment
centerfrom 1900

Street d. The area
bustled with restaurants, hotels, and
a theater; insurance companies,
law offices, financial institutions,
and medical

barbershops,  undertakers,
tailors, dry umnm, and a
By the early 19205, the neighborhood becamea self- ~ shoemaker; as well as many
sustaining African-American community. Strong ~ other businesses. The Roantke
religious,educational,andsocialinstitutions,aswell  Triburi, a weekly newspaper, was first

would give their shows in the City’s bigger segregated

SR i S T e
Felate By ’“’"°’ 24 i ST venues (Star City Auditorium, Hotel Roanoke, the

tracks. Doctors, law, inisters, educators,
mduslrmlIahorﬂs(mu&l]vumemllmmd) domestic
workers,and

as a cohesive community where residents looked
after one another.

American film producers and distributors,
established a corporate office and the Congo Film
Company in the Strand Theatre in the 19205. He

=The Eany lab b gt el of etrtioment ing o dring he e

PRI N S ]  producedatlcastsixtims romihislocation. His 1921
e e e . T i dears el e o
i

movie, The House Behind the Cedars,featured local

actors and scenes in the neighborhood, including a

garden party shotin the 400 block of Gilmer Avenue

s ney pi Unfortunately, no print of the film

ER e e o marker on Henry Street highlights the
Fre .Z'l'.'.‘;'u.;'iL"""'n;,""' bt :mnd ‘Theatre and the work of Oscar Micheaux.

The ok chperof e :
Flkeof Wt oper igeon A central gathering spot
Wl e s 199 was the Strand Theatre.

CIVIC RIGHTS TRAILBLAZERS attorney in the mid-twentieth century. As a lawyer in Washington, ~ school desegregation cases in Southwest Virginia in the 1. Before the oy bl.hksmm ‘members were banned from skiled
5 2 C, ded the New Negro Al ich actively  1950sand 1960, He builtthe Lawson Law B training and ser ights groups and the black press
i i sl Gilmer Avenue. i e mdm“u the War Department training

and Northwest residents were in the advancement of civil
rights,

AJ. Oliver was a 19th century pioneer in law and the first =

Inthe
‘1 1938 case New Negro Alliance v. Sanitary Grocery Company,
Lawson became the first Afican American to argue

Oliver White Hill was a civil rights lawyer who grew
up in the house at 401 Gilmer Avenue, which stll
legal career he fought the

‘The men joined four all-black squadrons, becoming the first Afican
h

| sthe’
eved one of thelowest loss records in

ok e e e e  wina casebefore the US Supreme Court,securingthe but cqual” polces of the sregted South and e, alsoknownasthe“Red Tails"a
began his legal career in West Virginia as one of the first |\ R O] e e g o han 75 crion v in bl escorting bombers and won more than 850 medals. LeRoi Williams,
lack atorneys i e s, pasin the ba i 1887, A e Courtcase, Henderson . the Southern : New York. In 1545, he foined his brother Eugene Williams, Ralph Claytor and Theodore Wilson

1889,

mmpushmmn -
Raiioad, which. “W«\.uy chalnged oy Bk Sl of the NAACP e a
In his later ed T e ’,,,4 ‘"‘w ’“wm, ol [ gheingtor backstobea dmm s Vit b oo, 1941 and brave as their white counterparts. Even though the Tuskegee
the triallawyer for Davis vs. Prnce sy sngen o [ to Southern universites, cqual pay for black teachers,and  Airmen proved their worth as military pilts,they were stl forced
Edward County School Board, am end t dicrimination in pubi (rasportation. In 1945, 10 OPETLe i scgregated units and id ot figh longsidethei whie
one of five US. Supreme Court it President Truman appointed him as America’s first black ~<Untrymen.
cases included in Brown vs. Board of “of 1 ‘ambassador, to the countr ym Liberia. Later, he s  fuscs
Annrneyktnbenhwmnvm\sA\dcculvzleg;ll Ed in irtfor New York Ci £
figure in Virginia's civil rights landscape. He also rcprcscmcd Rufus Edwards, a Gilmer neighbor, xmthlmlmnBomugl\m)dM\\clnhcrnhm\lc\\ orkc vmeuI

vy e e e
President of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity. He
was also the first black man to address the
Democratic National Convention in 19

S joining the Freemasonsand Odd Fellows.Oliver
spent his |

e i e Vs Coneinis o Clorsi Vi
Convention in Charlottesville that met to petition the white
‘men of the state for racial equality and justice, especially in
education. Two years later, he led a group of black Roanoke

cisens objecting (o the ol boasd e couly e e e \’npmu in 1946, ANENEINSNPRII i1 o Supreme Court case that required white union before becoming a justice on the New York State Supreme Court.
eachers in black schools. 3 which addressed the exclusion of blacks as ket gmupof Harkstothe US . officials to ernxu\\ hh:L union .mmbm a8 At OE e e maovinecd four. vilots of. the Teskegee
Born in 1901 and rased in Northeast Roancke, . 4, o Ty ke o in state cases He serve as am Dotie s Rt 13 He ed ncivlrights  pirmens hed gmup ik e during World Wor

Belford Lawson, Jr. was a key national civil rights sl

esionf Flod Couty whol. 35 an attorney until his death in 2007, at 100 years of
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Great Road

Big Lick
St Andresc's salt marsh

i = Catholic Church

EVOLUTION OF A NEIGHBORHOOD NAME

Today’s Ge
by many names over the years. The first settled area was known as Big Lick
in the 1800, named after the large salt marsh near the Great Road. In 1835,
the settlement was chartered as the Town of Gainesborough by Major Kemp
Gaines. When the development of the platted town failed, the Gainesborough
name gradually fell out of favor. In 1852, with the establishment of the Big
Lick Depot by the railroad, the name “Big Lick” became more common. In
1882, the Town of Big Lick became the City of Roanoke.

it
T ,"""’!.'n Sople
TR e,

Over the years, the spelling of Gai was shortened
and Gainsboro. The historic name of the original town persisted in many
businesses and institutions along the original Gainsboro Road, such as the
Gainsboro School and the Gainsboro Library. But for early residents of the
area, the neighborhood was referred to as simply “Northeast” or “Northwest,

HISTORIC GAINSBORO

This map depicts the evolution of the ey
Gainsboro community from early settler

X Wtz Loy, -
Hivric Ditict

days 1o the present. The base is Sanborn X 2 based on the City's quadrants divided by Jefferson Street and the railroad. The
Insurance Maps from 1919 these are resurgence of the historic Gainsboro name appeared in the 1970s as part of a
overlaid with historic and modern features. ; £ lan to revitalize the with the

realignment of Gainsboro Road in the 19905 now bear the name, as does he

Gainsboro Historic District, which encompasses many of the oldest structures
ining in the area.

the name Gainsb I i from Orange

‘m 1919 Sanborn map

Original Toren
of BigLick

historic road trace

Avenue to the railroad tracks, and from I-581 to 5th Street.

modern road alignments

modern building footprints

View of Gaintre s doneen R (i 192 2 ey e L e 3 Gt [ e et g e e T o AR Ve of Moo, lkin norh s 4 St Nol and W Ry rocndhomse and machinsap o b forgromnd
ortheast.” Norfoll and Wt the coner Church isin the center Ieft.sith First Baptist Church (Colore) in fron. Willia
the eat.

Commenealth Avenue eads of]

- 1928cLucy Adison HighSchool bt - 1971 Gainsboro Redevelopment Pancal
A GAINSBORO TIMELINE e (e redevelopment in Northwest area.

1768:“Big Lick” postal station sablshed « 1682:Big Lick becomes Romnoke + 1521:burel Hospital move t MeDowel Avene

+ 1882: Hotel Roanoke buill - 19205 heyday of Henry Street: 25c L0 Leomplend thivoeh Gelnsbero |
17405 et permanentsters 1035 Towmof Cabsmborough chesiee . y 5 . N&W Raibway |
« 1874: Town of Big Lick chartered * 1916: Roanoke NAACP founded “ i i
* through exly 17005 Native hunter rack game et  1915: Burrell Memorial Hospitalopens
near area salt licks X B i * 1948: Claytor Memorial Clinic. s
« 1852: Virginia and Tennessee railroad built blacks. o

through Roanoke Valley

861-1865: Ci
 1865: davery abolished

* 1865-1877: Reconstruction : X
~1941-1946: Airmen
NATIONAL EVENTS 1877 Jim Crow era begins e i

783: American Revolutionary War

- 193.
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